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English 
 
In KS3 pupils follow the National Curriculum and National Strategy for English which are adapted 

to meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

Using Personalised Learning Objectives, all pupils access a challenging and exciting English 

Curriculum that promotes achievement. 

 

Pupils study a range of texts, including non-fiction, fiction, poetry, drama and media. We offer 

pupils the opportunity to enhance their understanding of and pleasure in literature through visits 

to the theatre and cinema, competitions and varied lunchtime activities. 

 

Pupils have access to a range of resources that promote engagement with learning.   Pupils are 

formally assessed in reading and writing every term and they are informally assessed throughout 

the year. 

 

Pupils in 9X will have the opportunity to study the following areas: 

Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Novels and poetry Creative writing, drama Media/ Non-fiction 

Fiction (Novel or short 

stories) 

 Pupils to read a range of 

whole texts and 

appropriate activities 

Poetry 

 Relationships 

Creative writing 

 A range of writing 

tasks/mini projects 

focusing on developing 

writing skills through 

appropriate teacher set/led 

activities and tasks. 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

 Drama  

Me, Myself and I,   

 Writing to advise 

Comics 

 Pupils study a range of non-

fiction products/reading 

sources and respond to them 

through appropriate teacher 

set/led activities and tasks. 
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Pupils in 9Y will have the opportunity to study the following areas: 

Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Novels and poetry Creative writing, drama Media/ Non-fiction 

Novel  

 Stone Cold 

Poetry 

 Relationships 

 

 

Creative writing 

 A range of writing 

tasks/mini projects 

focusing on developing 

writing skills through 

appropriate teacher 

set/led activities and 

tasks. 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

 Drama  

Me, Myself and I,   

 Writing to advise 

Comics 

 Pupils study a range of non-

fiction products/reading 

sources and respond to them 

through appropriate teacher 

set/led activities and tasks. 

 

 

 

 

Pupils will also follow a personalised reading programme linked to their current levels of 

attainment and future targets. Pupils will have an individual reading pack that goes between school 

and home/residence, containing their personal reading profile.  There are questions that 

specifically target every pupil’s target level so we encourage parents/carers who read with their 

children, to use these questions to support understanding and appreciation of the writer’s craft.   
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Mathematics  
 
In KS3 pupils follow the Framework for Secondary Mathematics or the Primary Framework which 

are adapted to meet the individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

At the end of each topic the pupils are assessed using previous exam questions to give them the 

National Curriculum levels.  They are also assessed at the end of the year to give an overall level. 

The pupils are expected to bring a pen, a pencil, a ruler, a rubber, a pair of compasses, a 

protractor, and a calculator for every lesson. 

 

Each term 9X will focus on the following units:- 

Autumn term       Spring term  Summer term 

Foundation 

Integers 

Angles 

Collecting data 

Introduction to Algebra 

Decimals 

Coordinates 

Symmetry 

Properties of quadrilateral & 

accurate drawing 

Fractions 1 

Angle facts 

Using a calculator 

Reading scales and 

converting units 

Charts and graphs 

Patterns and sequences 

Types of number 

Fractions 2 

Perimeter and area 

Compound measures 

Entry level  
Numbers  

Words 

Comparing sizes 

Patterns 

Describing shapes 

Adding 

Subtracting 

More, less or the same? 

Ordering 

Where does it belong? 

Sides and corners 

Cubes 

Counting shapes 

 

Where and when? 

Calculator numbers 

Measuring lines 

Angles 1 
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Each term 9Y will focus on the following units:- 

Autumn term       Spring term  Summer term 

Foundation 

Integers 

Angles 

Collecting data 

Introduction to Algebra 

Decimals 

Coordinates 

Symmetry 

Properties of quadrilateral & 

accurate drawing 

Fractions 1 

Angle facts 

Using a calculator 

Reading scales and 

converting units 

Charts and graphs 

Patterns and sequences 

Types of number 

Fractions 2 

Perimeter and area 

Compound measures 

Higher 
Integers 

Decimals 

Coordinates 

Introduction to Algebra 

Shape and angle 

Fractions 

Collecting data  

Percentages 1 

Patterns and sequences 

Polygons 

Linear equations and 

inequalities 

2D and 3D shapes 

 

 

Averages and range 

Compound measures 

Displaying data 

Ratio and scale 

Linear graphs 
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Science 
 
At KS3 all pupils will follow a Programme of Study from the National Curriculum for Science.  This 

is adapted to meet individual pupil needs.   

 

During this year, all pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas: 

 

 
Autumn term       Spring term  Summer term 

Health 

 Disease and body 

defences 

 Effects of recreational 

drugs on health 

 Medicines 

Reproduction 

 Sexual reproduction 

 Asexual reproduction and 

cloning  

 Reproduction in plants  

Genetics and evolution 

 Variation and natural 

selection 

 Heredity 

 DNA and Genetic 

transmission and 

modification 

Reactions of metals: 

 Properties of metals 

 Metals and acids 

 Metal carbonates and 

acids 

 Metal oxides and acids 

 

Metal reactivity: 

 Reactivity of different 

metals 

 Displacement reactions 

 Metal extraction from 

ores 

Using Chemistry: 

 Conservation of mass 

 Complete and incomplete 

combustion 

 Useful chemical reaction 

Speeding up / slowing down 

 Speed equations 

 Balanced and unbalanced 

forces 

 Motion graphs 

Sound 

 Sound waves 

 The ear 

 Movement and sound 

 Wave characteristics 

Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 

 Magnetic fields 

 Making magnets 

 Electromagnets 

 Uses of electromagnets  

 
All lessons are taught by specialist teachers in well-equipped science laboratories supported by 

teaching assistants.   Visual teaching and ICT are integral to our teaching techniques.  Pupils are 

continually assessed, at the end of topics and at the end of the year by an internal examination. 
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Computing 

 

The computing curriculum at KS3 aims to cover as many areas of computing as possible using 

industry standard software where appropriate. Communications technology is a vital tool in the 

modern world and the learners of the Royal School for the Deaf, Derby are ideally placed to 

profit from the benefits these skills will provide. The programme of study is adapted to meet 

the individual needs and capabilities of all learners and also for preparation for Key Stage 4 

courses. 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 Understand how 

computers are designed 

and how they work. 

 Learn about the internal 

and external parts of a 

computer, and the uses of 

each part. 

 Discover how computers 

process information. 

 Learn some of the 

language of computers, and 

how to translate Binary. 

 Further develop their 

ability to program in 

Python. 

 Discover some of the more 

extensive Python 

commands, including how 

to create random numbers 

and lists. 

 Learn how Spreadsheets 

are used in companies. 

 Develop a fit-for-purpose 

spreadsheet document 

which uses Formulas and 

Macros Design a detailed 

database, using forms and 

reports to monitor 

information. 

 Learn the differences 

between the internet and 

the world-wide web. 

 Discover how computers 

send information to other 

computers. 

 Discover how designs are 

trialled on a computer 

before being made. 

 Design a collection of 3D 

models using a computer. 
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Religious Education  

In KS3 pupils follow the revised National Curriculum Programme of Study and the 

Derbyshire Agreed Syllabus “All our Worlds” which are adapted to meet individual needs 

and abilities of the pupils. 

 

Pupils are encouraged to develop an understanding of, and respect for, other cultures.  

In lessons, through the use of video, they have the opportunity to see how people 

worship.  They will also visit places of worship. 

 
Autumn Spring Summer 

Sikhism 

 Daily Life 

 Beliefs 

 Values 

Special buildings 

 Churches  

 Temples 

 Synagogue 

Worship in the future 

 Places of worship now 

 Places of worship in the 

future 

Sacred Texts 

 Bible 

 Guru Granth Sahib 

 Quaran 

 Upanishads 

Meditation 

 Introduction 

 Experience 

Hinduism 

 Daily Life 

 Beliefs 

 Values 

Judaism 

 Daily Life 

 Beliefs 

 Values 

Gurdwara  

 Why it is special to 

Sikhs 

 Role of faith  

 Role within the 

community 

Where did the universe 

come from? Why do we 

suffer? 

 Christian / evolution 

debate 

 Suffering e.g. 

bereavement, illness, 

abuse 

 How charities help 

 
Pupils are assessed in an end of year exam and in ongoing class based assessments. 
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Physical Education  

 
We offer a balanced curriculum providing opportunities for pupils to learn, consolidate 

and improve in a variety of sport specific skills.   To support this we offer a range of 

extended day activities that enhance the P.E curriculum.  Pupils are also given the 

opportunity to take part in inter and intra sporting competitions and festivals both in 

school and in the wider community. 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas and will learn a variety of 

skills within each topic area: 

 
Year 9    
Autumn Spring Summer 

OAA 

To develop team work and 

problem solving skills 

Dance 
Copying and creating phases 

and moves.  Creating a 

routine linked to a specific 

theme 

Tag Rugby 
Passing, scoring, positional 

awareness, rules of game 

Dodgeball 

Target sport which focuses on 

throwing and catching and 

attempting to outwit 

opponents. 

Volleyball 
Movement around the 

court, serving and volley 

Cycling 
Skills related to use of 

brakes, gears and balance 

on a 2 or 3 wheel bike. 

Basketball 

Passing, dribbling, shooting, 

footwork, referring 

Tennis 
Movement around the 

court, backhand, forehand 

shots, underarm serve 

Athletics 
Practice track and field 

events then record 

distance and times 
Tri Golf/Golf 

To develop skills related to 

golf, for example swing, 

stance, grip and ball 

placement.  Pupil s will have 

the opportunity of having 

session delivered by a local 

golf coach at the local golf 

club 

Trampolining 
To work through the British 

Gymnastics trampoline 

award scheme 

Rounders 
Catch, throw, field and 

batting 
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Citizenship 

 

Citizenship equips young people with the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an 

effective role in public life. 

 

Citizenship encourages interest in controversial topics to engage young people in 

discussions and debates. Pupils learn about rights, responsibilities and take part in 

decision making activities. 

 
Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

School Rules and election 

of school council reps. 

 Voting and the 

struggle for the vote 

Crime and punishment 

 Topical areas of crime 

 Role of the police 

 Dealing with conflict 

 Our diverse society 

Giving Nation Project 

www.g-nation.org.uk  

 Pupils supported to be 

social entrepreneurs, 

fundraisers, campaigners 

and volunteers for charities 

and good causes. 

 Use skill, imagination and 

peers to develop mini 

charity projects to benefit 

the wider community. 

Anti bullying Month 

 ‘We’re better without 

bullying’ 

 Anti-bullying and 

social media 

 Devise DVD to raise 

awareness of social 

bullying 

  

Fair Trade 

 Working conditions 

 Fair trade for farmers 

 Fair trade products 

 Fair trade fair 

Relationships 

 Social stories 

 Keeping safe 

Human Rights 

 What are human rights? 

 Wants and needs 

 Children’s Rights 

 The impact of human rights 

 Extremism 

 

Communication technology 

 Communication for deaf and 

hearing people 

http://www.g-nation.org.uk/
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bu.edu/sed/caec/documents/citizenship.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bu.edu/sed/caec/files/springinstitute09.htm&usg=__Zsf7rGIfM8uN7-EAwxegEF2fDuo=&h=400&w=400&sz=30&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=HWLSmKLixjmqIM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=Citizenship&gbv=2&hl=en
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BSL 
 
In KS3 pupils will follow the Signature Level Certificate in BSL. Pupils will be taught 

according to their individual ability and needs. 

 

Level 1 enables pupils to communicate with deaf people in BSL on a range of topics that 

involve simple everyday language use. 

 

Level 2 develops these skills to allow longer and more open ended exchanges. It develops 

functional communication in BSL including a range of real life, routine and daily 

experiences. Pupils will be taught a number of regional variations in sign language. 

 

Both level 1 & 2 are split into 3 different units, and can be achieved separately. To 

achieve the full Levels 1 & 2 certificates, pupils are required to pass all units. 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Everyday Conversation 

 Be fluent in 

conversation 

 Ensure regular eye 

contact 

 Ask for and give 

answers to questions 

 

Shopping and Spending 

Using vocabulary 

 Money 

 Cost 

 How much 

 Change 

 Shops look like what? 

 Returning items 

 Complaints 

 Ask for and give 

answers to questions 

linked to shopping and 

spending  

Travel and Holidays  

Using vocabulary 

 Mode of transport – 

car, bus, train, tube, 

plane, etc 

 Journey time, do what 

on journey, likes and 

dislikes 

 Ask for and give 

answers to questions 

linked to travel and 

holiday 

Turn taking 

 Take turns in a 

conversation, using eye 

contact and eye gaze 

 Practice turn taking in 

role play scenarios 

 Use Role Shift 

Role Shift  

 Using dialogues 

 Change dialogues to 

role shift 

 Use in story telling 

Eating and Drinking 

Using vocabulary 

 Breakfast, Lunch, 

Dinner food signs 

 Ordering food in a 

restaurant or fast food 

outlet 

 Ask for and give 

answers to questions 

linked to eating and 

drinking 
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Art  
 
In KS3 pupils follow the revised National Curriculum for Art which is adapted to meet 

individual needs and abilities of the pupils.  The aims ensures that pupils 

 

 produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 

techniques 

 evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

 know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the 

historical and cultural development of their art forms 

 

Project 1 Project 2 

 

Pattern Cushion 

 Know about Geometric Art 

 Research on Geometric Artists 

 Paper Collage 

 Explore ideas (cushion cover)  

 Become proficient in using a sewing 

machine 

 Paint and produce a creative cushion 

 Analyse and evaluate 

 

Pop Art Portraits 

 Know about Pop Art portrait artists – 

Andy Warhol and Roy Lichtenstein 

 Become proficient in drawing a 

portrait 

 Explore ideas to make pop art 

portraits in clay 

 Create pop art portraits in clay and 

glaze 

 Make a series of pop art portraits 

using paper collage and glass painting 

 Analyse and evaluate 
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Textiles  
In KS3 pupils follow the revised National Curriculum for Textiles which is adapted to 

meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils.  The aims ensures that pupils 

 

 produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 become proficient in textiles, craft and design techniques; printing, Batik, silk 

painting and weaving. 

 evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of textiles, craft and 

design 

 know about great artists, craft makers and textiles designers, and understand 

the historical and cultural development of their craft forms 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Day of the Dead textiles 

toy project 

 Know about the Day of 

the Dead 

 Research on textiles toys 

 Explore ideas (textiles 

toys)  

 Become proficient in 

using a sewing machine 

 Learn how to hand 

embroidery 

 Produce a Day of the 

Dead textiles toy 

 Analyse and evaluate 

Pillowcase project 

 Research on pillowcases 

 Become proficient in 

using a sewing machine 

 Explore ideas and develop  

them to make a 

pillowcase 

 Learn how to use the tie 

dye technique and 

applique technique 

 Make a pillowcase 

including using the tie 

dye and applique 

techniques 

 Analyse and evaluate 

T shirt project 

 Look at t shirts 

from high street 

shops 

 Learn how to 

design an image 

and transfer it 

on a t shirt 

 Explore ideas to 

make an image 

for a t shirt 

 Dye the t shirt 

 Create a chosen 

image and 

transfer it on a 

t shirt 

 Analyse and 

evaluate 
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Music 
In KS3 pupils follow the National Curriculum for Music which is adapted to meet 

individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

We also offer pupils the opportunity to be involved in the school signing choir and also in 

school productions.   

 

Pupils are assessed informally throughout the year, at the end of each activity. Through 

offering a broad and balanced curriculum we provide opportunities for pupils to learn and 

develop a variety of skills.  

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas. 

 

 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Exploring the arts 

 Arts in the local 

community 

 Explore a chosen artist  

Working in the arts 

 Employment 

opportunities 

 Local art venues 

 Interview people 

working in the arts  

Arts in action 

 Investigating a chosen 

area of creativity to 

produce an extended 

project and develop 

skills.  

Create, perform and 

present 

 Appraising and 

performing.  

 Develop skills in a 

chosen art form 

 Set personal targets 

and assess progress  

Appreciate, applaud and 

review 

 Works of art 

 Art venues 

 Different types of 

Music 

 

Create, perform and 

present 

 Appraising and 

performing.  

 Develop skills in a 

second chosen art 

form 

 Set personal targets 

and assess progress 

Signed singing throughout the year 

http://img3.musiciansfriend.com/dbase/pics/products/1/2/3/256123.jpg
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Careers Education, Information and Guidance 
 

In KS3 pupils follow the National Information Advice and Guidance requirements within 

Careers which is adapted to meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas  

 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Changing World of Work 

 Comparing jobs from 

100 years ago to today 

 Different equipment 

and PPE from the two 

centuries 

 Old jobs and new jobs 

 Jobs that do not exist 

now 

 Jobs for the future 

Decision making and Key 

Stage Four Options 

 Option choices 

 Careers support 

 Kudos web site 

 Linking options to 

college courses 

 Discussions with 

parents and carers 

 Making a choice 

 

Financial aspects in life  

 Budgeting 

 Costs 

  Of living related to net 

earnings 

 Income tax, national 

insurance and other 

deductions in wages 

 Using a bank 

 Saving  

Personal achievements 

 Skills that we have for 

jobs 

 How these skills match 

job aspirations 

 Individual Learning 

Plans 

Working in groups  

 Group work to solve 

work based problems 

taking on a range of 

roles. 

Job research and 

applications 

 Preparation for mock 

interviews 

  CV writing 

 Job research 

 Job applications 

 Filling in application 

forms 
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Personal, Social and Health Education 
 
PSHE is designed to help our pupils develop fully as individuals and as members of 

families and social and economic communities. Pupils will have the opportunity to be 

equipped with the knowledge, understanding, attitudes and practical skills to live 

healthily, safely, productively and responsibly 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas  

 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Self image 

 What do I look like 

 Happy being me 

 Do I need to be 

perfect 

 Looking after myself 

Homelessness 

 Problems associated 

with homelessness 

 Types of homelessness 

 How does someone 

become homeless 

 Moving out of 

homelessness 

Drugs  

 Recreational drugs 

 Legal and illegal 

 Drugs and dangers 

 Addiction and 

withdrawal 

 
First Aid 

 Third steps in first 

aid- practical training 

with the involvement 

of the school nurse 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gig-mill.dudley.sch.uk/images/resources/fruit.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.gig-mill.dudley.sch.uk/Resource Bank/Health_Healthy_Eating_Resources.htm&usg=__qabMYzo4FXc_gxayG88VwRrRhCA=&h=294&w=312&sz=7&hl=en&start=17&zoom=1&tbnid=GgmdRur1yHGkyM:&tbnh=110&tbnw=117&ei=4ZnpT-SDHc2R0QXE_7iqAQ&prev=/search?q=pshe+clipart&hl=en&safe=vss&biw=1024&bih=587&gbv=2&sout=1&tbm=isch&itbs=1
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Design and Technology – Food 

 
In KS3 pupils follow the National Curriculum for Design and Technology Food which is 

adapted to meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

Pupils engage in a range of activities including focussed practical tasks, design and make 

activities and disassembly of food products. The government advise that we should 

teach pupils how to make largely savoury dishes in the National Curriculum 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas:- 

 

Term 1 Term 2 

Designing for markets 

 Designing and making low fat 

products 

 Understanding the use of 

carbohydrates in the diet 

 Understanding the use of staple 

foods linked to different countries 

 The importance of vitamins and 

minerals in the diet 

 Whole grains and the use of these in 

high fibre diets 

 The meaning of a balanced diet. 

Planning meals for special dietary 

needs of families. 

Ensuring appropriate quality production 

 The use of fish in the diet 

 Designing andf making savoury 

bread products 

 The importance of fruit and 

vegetables in a healthy diet 

 Designing and making savoury 

pancakes 

 The use of farm 

assured/responsibly sourced foods 

in the diet 

 Use of seasonal ingredients 
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Design and Technology  
 
In KS3 pupils follow the National Curriculum for Design and Technology which is adapted 

to meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

In year 9 there are two projects, each designed to re-enforce work done in previous 

years and to develop new skills and knowledge. At this stage pupils are offered more 

freedom to choose elements of the project in preparation for GCSE when they would be 

expected to choose the final project theme. 

 

In year 9 pupils will complete two projects of the course of the school year. They will 

build upon the skills gains in the previous years and look at how problems can be solved in 

the environment as well as mixing materials to create a product. We will look at 

packaging and how this influences the consumer. 

 

Project 1 Project 2 

Design for the environment – Bird house 

 Research existing products 

 Necessity and need 

 How your product helps wildlife and 

the environment 

 Design process 

 Layout and planning 

 Technical drawing 

 Prototype 

 Joining methods 

 Manufacturing 

 Finishing techniques 

 Evaluate 

 

Woods and plastics (combining materials) 

- Photo frame 

 Research a theme 

 Product analysis 

 Specification 

 Design process 

 Layout and planning 

 Technical drawing 

 Prototype 

 Joining methods 

 Manufacturing 

 Finishing techniques 

Evaluate 

 

http://www.bishopveseys.bham.sch.uk/images/index.3.gif
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Geography 
 
In KS3 pupils follow the National Curriculum for Geography which is adapted to meet 

individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

Pupils study a range of topics at local, national and international scales. 

 

Pupils are informally assessed on key words throughout each unit and are formally 

tested after each unit and at the end of the year. 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to study the following areas: 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Investigating Africa 

How are we connected to 

people and places in 

Africa: 

 Food 

 Tourism 

 Farming 

 Aid and poverty 

 Mining and mobile 

phones 

 

 

Shocking Earthquakes  

and Violent Volcanoes 

 How do they form? 

 How people cope with 

them 

 Why people live near 

them 

 Specific case studies 

Crumbling and Creation of 

Coasts 

 How coastlines are 

made 

 How coastlines are 

destroyed. 

Use a variety of resources, map skills and atlases. 
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History 

In KS3 pupils follow the revised National Curriculum programmes of study, which are 

adapted to meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils.   

 

The curriculum aims to develop pupils understanding and awareness of historical 

concepts and events. 

 

Visual teaching and ICT are an integral part of the lesson.  To support the teaching we 

use real artefacts and local visits that link to the topic area. 

Pupils are assessed at the end of each topic area by an end of topic test or project. 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following topic areas:- 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Twentieth Century World 

Topics 

 Causes of World War I 

 Trench warfare  

 Rise of Hitler and the 

Nazis 

 

The Modern World  

 World War 2  

 The Phoney War 

 The Blitz and 

evacuation 

 D Day 

 Significant events of 

World War 2 

The Modern World  

 Vietnam war 

 Segregation in America 

 John F Kennedy 

 Space Race 

 Titanic disaster 

 

 

 


